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WEB EXTRA: Aboriginal heritage protected from dam

A sweet-grass ceremony in an ornate meeting room at the Manitoba Legislative Building on Friday formalized a commitment that will protect all aboriginal heritage resources in the construction of the Wuskwatim hydro project.

Earlier this year, a historic partnership was formed between the Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation at Nelson House and Manitoba Hydro that will mean NCN will be part owner of the Wuskwatim hydro dam and share in its profits.

Friday’s agreement recognizes that the province and the Wuskwatim partnership will protect any aboriginal heritage resources that may be discovered during construction of the dam.

The agreement is for a co-management strategy of resources that are discovered, like ancient grave-sites or other artifacts, utilizing traditional aboriginal knowledge and customs and also respecting the interests and authorities of the province and the First Nation.
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