APPEALS THREATENING NORTHERN DAM PROJECT
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The green light given to the Wuskwatim dam has turned a shade of amber.

At least three appeals have been filed to contest the vote that gave

Manitoba Hydro the go-ahead to begin construction on the generating station

on the Burntwood River in partnership with the Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

(NCN).

Justice Ruth Krindle will arbitrate the appeals.

NCN councillor Elvis Thomas said work on the dam will proceed as scheduled

unless the courts tell them to stop.

He said the appeals, which are not being made public, don't seem well

grounded.

"I don't believe it's a strong ground for appeals," said Thomas.

Official polling records from the June 14 referendum are also being kept

secret.

Manitoba Hydro said it would not go forward with the project without a

majority of the community on board.

Thomas said 64% of the NCN community voted in favour of the project but he

said he wouldn't produce official records from the referendum unless ordered

by the courts.

"We're not hiding anything," he said.

Gaile Whelan-Enns, executive director with Manitoba Wildlands, said the

partnership between First Nations and Manitoba Hydro should be more

transparent.

"Why wouldn't (voting records) be public," she said.
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