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 WINNIPEG  -  The Clean Environment Commission has earned kudos from everyone from the government to environmentalists to a northern First Nation for giving its blessing to the proposed Wuskwatim hydroelectric dam.
 The dam would be located on the Burntwood River, west of Thompson. It would cost about $900 million and take six years to build.
 The Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation at Nelson House has backed the project for some time. In a news release, band councillor Elvis Thomas says he is pleased the commission was able "to separate fact from fiction in reaching its conclusion."
 Meanwhile, Gail Whelan-Enns of Manitoba Wildlands says the CEC made some "strong and important" recommendations for future hydro developments.
 Still, she is concerned about a related project — the transmission line, which she describes as "sort of like a ghost in the report."
 Whelan-Enns says the Wuskwatim transmission lines would disturb 61 trap lines and affect migratory birds and caribou. She says the effects would be felt long after construction is finished.
 Manitoba Hydro also hopes to build the much bigger Conawapa dam in northeastern Manitoba in the coming years. CEC chair Gerard Lecuyer says some recommendations were made to help the approval process go more smoothly in the future.
 "This is a learning process for everyone, including Hydro," he says. "We're going through this for the first time. We'd like the process to be improved in preparation for future hearings, even though we believe they did a very commendable job."
 Lecuyer says the Crown utility demonstrated that Wuskwatim will increase revenues, allowing it to keep rates low. He also says environmental damage will be limited to just 37 hectares of flooded land.
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