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Caribou expert fears dam will affect population
Thursday, April 15, 2004
WINNIPEG -- A caribou expert has told the Manitoba Clean Environment Commission that Manitoba Hydro may have seriously underestimated the effects of a proposed northern dam on the environment. 

Trent University professor James Schaefer says thousands of hectares of woodland caribou habitat could be lost in the region where Hydro plans to build the Wuskwatim dam. 

He says that could reduce the regional caribou population by 20 per cent, or about 40 animals, and doesn't include the effects of increased hunting. 

Schaefer was brought to yesterday's hearing by the Winnipeg-based Boreal Forest Network. 

He suggests the project's impact should be closely monitored because there could be implications for larger dams and longer transmission lines on the utility's drawing board. 

Hydro spokesman Glenn Schneider says Schaefer acknowledgs there's a high degree of uncertainty in his estimates. 

Hydro's consultants have estimated a loss of less than one animal due to the dam.
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