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Letters to the Editor

Traditional values remain at forefront

Mon Aug 9 2004
In his July 15 article 'Hydro is breaking our hearts' , Robert F. Kennedy Jr., a senior attorney for the Natural Resources Defence Council, calls for a moratorium on future hydro development in Manitoba in order to protect the boreal forest. 

We are offended that he and his American-based organization would take positions and make public pronouncements without consulting with or understanding the positions of other aboriginal residents of the boreal forest. 

Calls for a moratorium on development are irresponsible and could cause great harm to the future of my people, the Tataskweyak Cree Nation, and other First Nations who see planned sustainable development of resources as potentially beneficial to our members' future. 

The Tataskweyak Cree have first-hand experience with the impacts that development can have on the lands and waters of our traditional territory. We continue to live with the impacts of past hydro developments. However, in good faith, we signed a 1992 Implementation Agreement with Canada, Manitoba and Manitoba Hydro to address and manage the effects that development has had on our lives. 

The Tataskweyak Cree live in the boreal forest. We have lived here since time immemorial. We understand the value and importance of our traditional territory. We also understand that to provide a future for our people, some of the resources in our traditional territory will have to be used in new and different ways. However, our traditional values have remained at the forefront of our approach to pursuing sustainable development. 

In October, 2000, the Tataskweyak Cree Nation signed an Agreement in Principle with Manitoba Hydro setting out the principles of future development at Gull Rapids. The Agreement in Principle contemplates the participation of Tataskweyak Cree Nation as an equity stakeholder in the construction and operation of a proposed hydro generating station. A number of other First Nations are also actively considering participation in this proposed hydro development. 

The Tataskweyak Cree Nation have Constitutionally protected aboriginal and treaty rights. We are fully aware that these rights and our aboriginal values must be carefully considered and addressed to our satisfaction in any planned developments in our territory. 

We are resentful of uninformed and irresponsible calls for a moratorium that could have adverse effects upon us, the first residents of the boreal forest.
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Tataskweyak Cree Nation
