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Letters to the Editor

Projects Provide New Opportunities

Sat Aug 7 2004
I am writing with another perspective to Robert F. Kennedy Jr.’s July 15th article, ‘Hydro is breaking our hearts’ where he calls for preserving the boreal forest by halting all future hydroelectric development in the north.


My people, the Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation (NCN), based in Nelson House, also experienced devastation along the Burntwood River from the Churchill River Diversion in the 1970s. We were also a signatory to the Northern Flood Agreement and experienced similar frustrations with its implementation.


Recognizing that we can never return to the way things were prior to the Churchill River Diversion, in 1996 we decided to move forward by signing a Northern Flood Implementation Agreement to further clarify compensation and benefits in the original agreement.


And, we have opened the door to new opportunities to use our natural resources in a sustainable way, including a possible partnership with Manitoba Hydro in developing the Wuskwatim project.


That project could bring training, jobs and business opportunities along with tens of millions of dollars annually in investment income to help enhance the quality of life for our rapidly growing population.  Wuskwatim would cause less than one-0half square0kilometre in flooding, the least of any northern hydro development. The impact on the boreal forest would be minimal.


Halting future northern hydroelectric development as Mr. Kennedy proposes will not undo the devastation of flooding in the 1970s for NCN and other First nations. It would only compound those effects by denying us future economic and investment opportunities such as partnerships with Manitoba Hydro that could create hope and never-before-imagined prosperity and independence.


Mr. Kennedy’s approach would effectively condemn us to do nothing but sit on our reserves and collect social assistance and further restrict the sustainable use of the resources we have around us. That is unrealistic and paternalistic.


We have lived within the boreal forest for thousands of years and revere our lands and resources as a sacred trust. Mr. Kennedy works thousands of kilometres away in New York City, an area that provides almost unlimited opportunities to its residents compared to those available to us. Yet,, he seems to want to deny us the few opportunities available to First nations.


His densely populated region likely has many environmental issues that could better benefit from his attention.

CHIEF Jerry Primrose 

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

Nelson House Band Office
