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Wednesday, April 7th, 2004 

Hydro told dam construction could be environmental fix

MANITOBA Hydro could use the construction of the Wuskwatim dam as an opportunity to fix environmental problems left over from the Churchill River diversion of the 1970s, the head of a panel reviewing the project said yesterday. 

Gerard Lecuyer urged the utility to consider temporarily lowering the water level in Southern Indian Lake, making it easier to clean up driftwood from trees drowned in the 1970s that continue to make the shoreline inaccessible to boats. 

"There's a door of opportunity that will close once the Wuskwatim dam is erected," Lecuyer said, referring to the proposed 200-megawatt generating station's dependence on water from the diversion to keep the turbines running. 

The Manitoba Clean Environment Commission is struggling with how to respond to the anguish of Cree elders who testified when the hearings moved to Thompson last month. 

They say the community of South Indian Lake was devastated when water levels rose several metres as part of the scheme to divert water from the Churchill River to hydro dams on the Nelson River. 

The commission does not have a mandate to review the environmental impact of past hydro projects, but South Indian Lake residents might kill the $1-billion Wuskwatim project if they vote against it in sufficient numbers. 

Most are members of the Nisichawayasihk Cree based in Nelson House that has to give the new dam 50 per cent support in a referendum this fall for Manitoba Hydro to go ahead. 

The hearing, which has returned to the Radisson Hotel in downtown Winnipeg, continues this week and next, then resumes in mid-May. 
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