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 TORONTO  -  Premier Gary Doer pitched his vision of a national east-to-west energy grid Thursday, saying it would reduce harmful greenhouse gas emissions and provide economically reliable clean energy.
 The premier, Energy Minister Tim Sale and Hydro chief Bob Brennan are in Toronto, hoping to supply energy to the massive southern Ontario market.
 Currently, hydroelectricity can only be sold on a north-to-south grid through available transmission lines, Doer told an Empire Club of Canada luncheon.
 "We immediately as a country should take a long-term strategic focus on energy reliability east and west," he said. "I think it should be part of the options in terms of energy decisions in this country to deal with reliability."
 • New hydro dam could reduce coal emissions •
 Manitoba currently sells hydroelectric power to Minnesota, but a $2 million feasibility study released Thursday could result in the sale of power to Ontario.
 Securing a deal with Ontario would enable Manitoba to start construction on Conawapa, a massive generating project on the Nelson River that could power more than 600,000 homes.
 "If we built a 1,500 megawatt dam in Manitoba and had the transmission capacity to replace coal-generated energy, it would be the equivalent of reducing the number of cars on the street of Toronto by 500,000," Doer said. "I can't do anything about the traffic jams but I can do something about emissions."
 The whole project could cost up to $10 billion. But energy ministers from both provinces said that benefits of Conawapa and the transmission line for the whole country could outweigh the costs. Another study will be done on the proposed dam.
 • East-west grid required •
 Without an east-west transmission grid, Ontario's energy reliability will continue to be at risk as hydro-rich provinces like Manitoba have little choice but to sell power south of the border, Doer warned.
 The Conawapa project is also expected to create more than $5.5 billion in investments, jobs and other spinoffs. The dam could take almost a decade to build and would become the second biggest in Manitoba.
 "I'm not saying that anyone would want to go with just one option – north or south or just east and west – but I think it should be part of the options in terms of energy decisions in this country to deal with reliability," Doer said of his national pitch, noting it would help Canada reach targets underlined in the Kyoto Protocol.
 • Blackout restarted talks • 
 The initial Conawapa power deal with Ontario fell through 13 years ago, but negotiations resumed after Ontario was hit by a massive blackout last year.
 The Aug. 14 blackout that originated in the U.S. cut power to 50 million people across North America. It crippled Ontario for a week and resulted in 18.9 million lost work hours in Canada.
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