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OTTAWA -- Energy consumption rose across the country in 2003, fuelled by a housing boom and growing industrial and commercial activity, says Statistics Canada.

 Total consumption was up by three per cent, with industrial use rising 3.8 per cent compared with 2002, primarily because of mining.

 "Historically, the industrial sector accounts for about 30 per cent of total energy consumption," the agency said yesterday.

 Agricultural and residential consumption rose by 4.5 per cent, pushed by a 6.5 per cent gain in housing starts a year earlier.

 Statistics Canada said public administration and commercial use was up 5.5 per cent.

 However, the transportation sector used slightly less energy.

 Ontario accounted for 34 per cent of the country's energy demand. Quebec's share was 22 per cent and Alberta's was 18 per cent.

 -- Canadian Press 
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