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Wednesday, March 17th, 2004 
 

Expert Pleads For End To Project
But Cree councillor bristles at claims
By Helen Fallding

THE head of native studies at the University of Manitoba urged the Manitoba Clean Environment Commission yesterday to stop Manitoba Hydro's Wuskwatim dam. 

"Use whatever powers you have to delay or stop this proposal, because I think we are doing the wrong thing in Northern Manitoba," Peter Kulchyski said. 

He used his presentation to the panel that will advise the Doer government on whether to build the dam to make a plea for preservation of the northern Cree hunting culture. 

"If the Cree culture disappears, we have done the world an enormous disservice." Kulchyski said hunting societies have maintained themselves for 60,000 years. 

The 200-megawatt dam will flood less than half a square kilometre of land and require about 350 kilometres of new transmission line corridors. 

In an interview, Kulchyski acknowledged that might not by itself have a major impact on the ability of the Nisichawayasihk Cree of Nelson House to continue hunting, trapping and fishing. 

"To me, it's like a wedge in the door," he said, referring to Manitoba Hydro's plans to build a series of dams in Northern Manitoba, some much larger than the $1 billion Wuskwatim project. 

Kulchyski said the Nisichawayasihk Cree's plan to invest up to a third of the dam's capital costs in exchange for a third of the profits will lock the community into a set vision for the future. 

Nisichawayasihk Cree Coun. Elvis Thomas said in an interview he was offended by a non-aboriginal claiming expertise and dismissing the Cree's role in the dam's design. 

"My experts are current living aboriginal people who live our way of life," Thomas said. "We shouldn't be confined to just that. We have every right to explore modern opportunities in the modern world." 

During his cross-examination of Kulchyski, Thomas said that programs to teach Cree children about their culture are funded by a settlement from past hydro dam flooding. 

The commission panel appeared skeptical about Kulchyski's vision for aboriginal people in light of Nisichawayasihk Cree support for the dam. 

"Doesn't that seem a little paternalistic to you, sir?" panelist Bob Mayer asked. 

Kulchyski, who grew up in northern Manitoba, said he speaks for aboriginals who lack access to the same resources as those who support industrial development. 

Kulchyski appeared on behalf of Manitoba Wildlands. 

The group also brought in Patrick McCully of the California-based International Rivers Network. McCully said estimates from Hydro Quebec about the limited amount of greenhouse gas emissions from hydro dam reservoirs in boreal forests should be taken with a grain of salt. 
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