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 WINNIPEG  -  Governments have a legal duty to consult with First Nations to some extent about the development of disputed land, Canada's top court ruled Thursday.
 The Supreme Court of Canada ruled 7-0 Thursday that governments must seek native input and consider concerns about projects that could infringe on land claims. That requirement does not extend to developers, said the court, and does not force governments to obtain the consent of affected bands.
 The landmark ruling is expected to have a major impact on how federal and provincial governments deal with First Nations before making land-use decisions.
 The case involved two First Nations in northwestern British Columbia who were involved in resource-use battles over land they say they own. The question in both cases was whether resource development on Crown lands should proceed if aboriginal claims on those lands haven't been resolved.

• 
 NATIONAL NEWS: More on the Supreme Court's ruling
 Aboriginal leaders in Manitoba say the Supreme Court ruling does not go far enough. The Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs says the problem with the ruling is it requires only consultation with First Nations, not their consent.
 "I would sooner have the government of Canada, the government of the province, as well as the harvester, come directly to me as a treaty and aboriginal person and seek my consent before going into a particular territory for developmental purposes, for harvesting of timber, harvesting of fish, you name it," says Grand Chief Dennis Whitebird.
 Manitoba and Quebec were the only provinces that did not fight the argument that governments had a constitutional obligation to consult aboriginal peoples who claim titles that have not been proven through courts or treaties.
 Manitoba Conservation Minister Stan Struthers says the Supreme Court's ruling simply reaffirms what the province already does any time there could be development on land located near First Nations territory.
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