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Wednesday, March 24th, 2004  

Hydro Rethinking Plans For East Of Lake Winnipeg
Helen Fallding

THOMPSON -- At the urging of the Doer government, Manitoba Hydro is reconsidering a plan to string its next major power line through the largely untouched wilderness east of Lake Winnipeg. 

In a meeting March 5 with the grand chiefs of the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs and the Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, which represents northern First Nations, Hydro president Bob Brennan and Energy Minister Tim Sale presented three alternatives to the route east of the lake. 

A new 500-kilovolt line to bring more power south from Nelson River dams could run along the right-of-way for the utility's existing high-voltage lines, which go west of Lake Winnipeg through Grand Rapids. 

Or it could be built along a new 60-metre-wide corridor through the Interlake, west of the existing lines. 

The final western option is a new route west of Cedar Lake and Lake Winnipegosis. 

Manitoba Hydro ruled out putting another high-voltage line on the west side of Lake Winnipeg a decade ago, but recently agreed to revisit those studies in case the dynamics have changed. 

The Doer government has mandated a controversial, long-term planning exercise on the east side of Lake Winnipeg, an area which is home to threatened woodland caribou. 

Manitoba Hydro vice-president Ken Adams said there was a "mutual agreement" between Manitoba Hydro and the Doer government to reconsider the west-side options in a new study due to be completed next month. 

A west-side route could require clearing up to 1,200 kilometres of corridor, compared to about 800 for a route on the east side of Lake Winnipeg. The cost is estimated at about $310 million to $450 million. 

A new high-voltage line was originally slated to accompany development of a 620-megawatt dam at Gull Rapids that Manitoba Hydro hopes to complete by about 2012. 

But Adams said it makes sense to build the new line, known as Bipole 3, whether or not new dams are built on the Nelson River. "We would like to start building as soon as we can," he said, noting that it would probably take about three winters to complete the project. 

A transmission line on the east side of Lake Winnipeg would be shorter than the two existing high-voltage lines, saving the equivalent of 70 megawatts of power that is now lost on the long trip to Winnipeg. That's about a third of the power expected to be generated by the proposed Wuskwatim dam on the Burntwood River. 

A new power corridor would also make the system more reliable if tornadoes or forest fires took down one of the high-voltage lines. 
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