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Groups worry Hydro starting work on dam
Wed Jul 21 2004
By Leah Janzen

ENVIRONMENTALISTS are accusing Manitoba Hydro of beginning work on the Wuskwatim dam project before they have an environmental licence. But Manitoba Hydro officials say they are working within a provincial permit that allows them to do some preliminary work that does not involve the clearing of land. 

Don Sullivan of the Boreal Forest Network said he's worried Hydro is moving too quickly. 

Sullivan said he was given assurances from the province and Manitoba Hydro that no work would begin on the controversial dam until the Manitoba Clean Environment Commission issued its report on the project and an environmental licence had been issued. 

"Our fear is that we don't know what's going on," he said. "No one is up there monitoring what they're doing. Besides, they made a commitment no work would begin until a decision on the dam is handed down." 

Sullivan called on the province yesterday to issue a cease-and-desist order on the work to allow observers to go onto the remote site and see what is being done. 

Manitoba Hydro spokesman Glenn Schneider said Hydro is doing some environmental studies and survey work on a potential access road in the area. 

But he insisted Hydro has not begun work on the dam and that the work being done now involves little environmental impact and does not include the clearing of land. 

"We're not doing anything we're not permitted to do," he said. "It's all preliminary work." 

Manitoba Hydro hopes to start construction on the Wuskwatim dam in December of January. 

But first, the Manitoba Clean Environment Commission is expected to make its recommendations on Wuskwatim to the NDP government in early September. It will be up to Conservation Minister Stan Struthers when to release those recommendations and announce the government's decision about licensing the dam, but the Doer government has so far been eager to get on with the project. 

The federal government is conducting its own environmental review, focusing mainly on the impact of the Wuskwatim dam on fish. A report should be released for 30 days of public comment in late September or early October. 
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