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Thursday, April 8th, 2004 

Hydro Study 'Sloppy', Environmentalist Says
By Helen Fallding

MANITOBA Hydro made no serious attempt to predict whether global climate change will dry up the waterways feeding its proposed Wuskwatim dam, one of Canada's most respected environmentalists said yesterday. 

Elizabeth May, executive director of the Sierra Club of Canada, told the Manitoba Clean Environment Commission the climate change analysis in the utility's studies on the Wuskwatim dam was "cavalier and sloppy." 

She was shocked that Manitoba Hydro's consultants concluded there is too much uncertainty about how climate change will affect the Burntwood River watershed to make predictions about the water available to generate electricity. 

"I'm not impressed," May said. 

The 200-megawatt Wuskwatim dam would be built to last about 100 years, by which time northern Manitoba is expected to be much warmer than it is now. More evaporation could mean less water flowing into the streams that ultimately feed the turbines of all Manitoba Hydro's northern dams. 

May, an Ottawa lawyer, has been testifying at environmental assessment hearings for 30 years. 
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