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Thursday, March 18th, 2004 

Job Creation Will Help North, Labour Federation Says
By Helen Fallding

THE Manitoba Federation of Labour came out in support of the proposed Wuskwatim dam near Thompson last night, arguing that it will create desperately needed jobs in the north. 

"It is only with meaningful employment that we can hope to break the cycle of poverty that grips northern Manitoba communities," president Rob Hilliard told the Manitoba Clean Environment Commission. 

He said the demand for skilled construction workers is growing with other northern Hydro projects, Manitoba Hydro's new Winnipeg headquarters, an expanded Winnipeg floodway and possibly even a road to Nunavut on the horizon. 

Hilliard said the last major Hydro project in Manitoba -- the Limestone dam completed in 1992 -- involved good training programs. But he said trainees were often fired the first time they made a mistake. 

At Wuskwatim, contractors will be expected to send inexperienced workers back for more training instead, Hilliard said. 

The project will provide hundreds of construction jobs at a time, most of them unionized, over six years. 
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