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Letters to the Editor
Friday, April 30th, 2004
Hydro can be best of both worlds
In Gerald Flood's discussion of future hydro development (April 17, Selling the biggest egg in our basket and April 21, Drawing a line in the forest) he provides a good overview of the potential for future export sales to Ontario, then argues that we can either export electricity or use it to try to encourage new industry to come to Manitoba. 

Why can't we do both? 

First of all, Manitoba Hydro export sale agreements are for defined periods. The longest firm contract currently in place is for 10 years, and does not commit to the delivery of electricity in perpetuity. After that, we can strike a new export deal or use the energy here in Manitoba if that is required. 

Manitoba Hydro exports of surplus electricity help keep electricity rates in Manitoba lower than they would be otherwise. Its success is evident by the fact that we have the lowest electricity rates in Canada. 

Manitoba and Manitoba Hydro have conducted programs aimed at bringing new industry to Manitoba and, as the article correctly point out, our low electricity rates are a key attraction in reaching out to new prospects. There has been some success in these efforts and Manitoba Hydro will continue assisting provincial agencies in recruiting new industry. 

In the meantime, Manitoba Hydro is proposing to develop the province's remaining hydroelectric resources over time, in an environmentally sensitive manner, with the full involvement and participation of the local communities affected by the projects. Any such development will require new transmission facilities to move the electricity out of the northern part of our province and we are currently assessing a number of possible routes that will balance local sensitivities, environmental impacts, technical requirements and cost. No final route decision has been made. 

With ongoing export sales, we can ensure that Manitoba's electricity rates remain low and continue to be an attraction for potential industries. It can truly be the best of both worlds.
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