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Tuesday, March 30th, 2004 

Letters to the Editor
Remember the caribou

The article Hydro lines will hurt wildlife: biologist (March 19, page A9) highlights an important element to be considered when reviewing Manitoba Hydro's proposal to construct the Wuskwatim dam and its accompanying transmission lines and access road -- the future survival of the magnificent and threatened woodland caribou. 

The proposed 350 kilometres of transmission line corridors would intersect three caribou ranges including the Wabowden range (already considered high risk by the Manitoba government) and the Wapisu range. Both herds are at risk from hydro development according to Manitoba Conservation's Woodland Caribou Conservation Strategy. 

The dam and its supportive infrastructure would potentially have numerous ill effects on the caribou. If built on the proposed site, the dam would replace an area that caribou traditionally use to give birth to their calves. Additionally, the proposed access road and transmission routes would increase access for illegal hunting and predation by wolves. These corridors would also provide easy access for deer into caribou habitats, which spread brainworm, a parasite lethal to woodland caribou. 

According to Manitoba Hydro's Wuskwatim Generation Environmental Impact Statement, construction of an access road may cause habitat fragmentation and woodland caribou populations to become isolated from one another. Recent studies also show that caribou tend to avoid crossing transmission corridors during calving season. 

Considering all the aforementioned sources of disruption, it's abundantly clear that the Wuskwatim project could have devastating impacts on the already compromised viability of the area's woodland caribou. 

According to the province's Caribou Conservation Strategy, we have already lost 50 per cent of our woodland caribou since the 1950s. How dire does the caribou's future have to look before the Manitoba government takes strong action on its commitment to maintain populations of this spectacular icon of Manitoba's boreal forest? 
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