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Group pulls out of dam hearing
Manitoba Wildlands says it ran out of cash
Friday, May 14th, 2004
By Helen Fallding

THE only independent conservation group funded to review the environmental impact of the Wuskwatim dam will not cross-examine the utility at public hearings after running out of money. 

Gaile Whelan Enns of Manitoba Wildlands was chastised by the Manitoba Clean Environment Commission after announcing Wednesday the group will not appear again until the hearing's closing statements in the last few days of May. 

The group, affiliated with the Canadian Nature Federation, was expected to cross-examine Manitoba Hydro this week on its massive environmental impact statement about the 200-megawatt dam and its associated transmission lines. 

But Whelan Enns told the commission $115,000 in intervener funding was exhausted some time ago, meaning she and others in the group are now working as volunteers. She blamed the commission's decision to extend the hearings to seven weeks from the original four for her group's inability to participate fully. 

The organization's withdrawal means the commission will have to rely on its own cross-examination of Manitoba Hydro about the impact the $1-billion dam and transmission lines will have on the environment. 

It also means the two biggest thorns in Manitoba Hydro's side are gone, after the Pimicikamak Cree of Cross Lake backed out earlier in the hearing, also citing lack of funds. The First Nation received $160,000 to review the potential of the dam near Thompson to impact its traditional territory. 

The dam has the support of the Nisichawayasihk Cree who live closer to the dam at Nelson House. 

The provincial government gave about a dozen interveners a total of more than $870,000 -- more than any other environmental review in the Clean Environment Commission's history. 

Commissioner Bob Mayer said frustration might not be a strong enough word to describe how he felt about Manitoba Wildlands' decision to pull out without notice.
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