[image: image1.png]ooooooooooooo




Sunday, September 26th, 2004 

Métis to get jobs for supporting dam

Deal with Manitoba Hydro staves off court case against mega-project

Sunday, September 26th, 2004
By Leah Janzen

MANITOBA Hydro has agreed to set aside 100 full-time jobs for Métis people in exchange for the community's support of the Wuskwatim dam project.The move staved off a potentially lengthy and costly court case that threatened the mega-project. Speaking yesterday at the Manitoba Métis Federation's 36th annual general assembly, MMF president David Chartrand said long negotiations with Manitoba Hydro finally bore fruit.

 "(Friday) we signed an agreement with Manitoba Hydro for 100 full-time jobs," said Chartrand to a rousing round of applause from the delegates. "And these aren't just pole jobs. These are engineers, management -- good jobs that pay between $40,000 and $100,000 a year."

 For months, the MMF has accused Manitoba Hydro and the province of overlooking Métis rights during the planning for the 200-megawatt dam on the Burntwood River.

 The MMF was preparing to launch a court case in which it would have argued that the Métis' constitutionally protected rights were violated in the process -- a case that could have stalled the completion of the $1-billion project.

 Manitoba Hydro had dedicated millions of dollars to training Manitoba aboriginals for work on Wuskwatim and other hydro projects, but until yesterday, no specific job targets or training funds were dedicated to Métis people.

 Glenn Schneider of Manitoba Hydro confirmed yesterday an agreement had been reached.

 "It involves a commitment of 100 jobs not necessarily directed at Wuskwatim, but within Manitoba Hydro," he said.

 Schneider had no more details on exactly which jobs would be earmarked for Métis people or when they would be made available.

 Yesterday, Chartrand also told the assembly he received a commitment from Conservation Minister Stan Struthers that the province will respect the new harvesting cards being issued by the MMF, which give Métis people the same hunting rights as status Indians.

 Previously, the province had said Métis who don't abide by the Manitoba Wildlife Act would be charged.

 But Chartrand said the province realized a recent Supreme Court of Canada decision paves the way for expanded hunting rights for Métis people.

 Struthers could not be reached yesterday.

 A government spokeswoman said late yesterday an agreement was reached between the MMF and the minister, "echoed by Premier Gary Doer," that discussions will continue toward developing a card-based system.

 leah.janzen@freepress.mb.ca

 © 2004 Winnipeg Free Press. All Rights Reserved.
