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Northern battle over dam set to resume?
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THE battle over the recently approved dam project in Nishichawayasihk Cree Nation (NCN) may be on again with both sides on the issue -- for and against -- running two candidates each in this week's election.

The election will be held Aug. 23 for NCN chief and council.

Incumbent Chief Jerry Primrose and a NCN band councilor, William Elvis Thomas, are running against each other for chief but were also the negotiating team on the $1.2 billion Wuskwatim deal with Manitoba Hydro to build a dam in the community.

Carol Kobliski and Jim Moore both opposed the current deal and are now also running for chief of this First Nation 800 kilometres north of Winnipeg and 80 kilometres west of Thompson. The community is listed as having 4,000 members in NCN, Thompson, Winnipeg and Brandon.

Said Kobliski: "Jim Moore? We're still buds and friends. I have nothing against him, but members of this community approached me to run."

Kobliski said she wasn't against the dam project but against a deal she says is flawed.  

  "I am against the fact NCN had to pay into the project," said Kobliski. "I wanted something for the community and not a big debt."

She believes there is still time to rework the deal or kill it, citing a court injunction to halt the project already in the works.

Primrose and Moore were unavailable for comment.
