[image: image1.png]ooooooooooooo




Saturday, April 2nd, 2005 

New First Nation on hold

South Indian Lake natives want own land base, government
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By Helen Fallding

THE aboriginal community at South Indian Lake that was to have received First Nation status yesterday will have to wait a while longer.

 The April 1 target date was overly optimistic, according to government sources who say negotiations over the last few months were proceeding "almost at the speed of light" after decades of delays.

 Gilbert Savard, a spokesman for federal Indian Affairs, said a number of agreements still have to be finalized, including those for provision of education and water services.

 The 900 status Indians who live or used to live in South Indian Lake are mainly members of the Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation based in Nelson House. But after almost a century of living separately, they want their own land base and government.

 Right now, the community of South Indian Lake operates as a municipality, but that does not entitle residents to benefits available to status Indians on reserves.

 No new target date has been set for creation of the new band, although Savard said negotiators still want to finish the deal "at the earliest possible date."

 It's unclear whether South Indian Lake will separate from the Nisichawayasihk Cree before that First Nation votes on partnering with Manitoba Hydro on the new Wuskwatim dam.

 Most South Indian Lake residents oppose the new dam, arguing that Manitoba Hydro should settle their outstanding claims first.

 Manitoba Métis Federation president David Chartrand is threatening to take governments to court if the new band infringes on the rights of about 50 Métis adults and their families living at South Indian Lake. Some own homes on land that could become a reserve for the new O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation.

 "You cannot establish reserve lands that are exclusive to Indians when we share, use and occupy those same lands," he wrote to federal Indian Affairs Minister Andy Scott earlier this month.

 Scott's staff have promised to meet with the Métis to discuss the issue.

 South Indian Lake is about 130 kilometres northwest of Thompson and accessible only by ferry, winter road or plane.
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