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First Nation set for recognition
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A new First Nation based at South Indian Lake in Northern Manitoba is only months away from getting official recognition and reserve lands.

About 1,000 members of the Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation have signed forms indicating they want to break from the Nelson House-based group to form their own government. That will leave the Nisichawayasihk Cree with about 4,000 members.

The O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation has been in the works for years, but negotiations were fast-tracked this year. That sparked accusations that NCN leaders were trying to get rid of South Indian Lake members before a vote on a controversial new hydro dam.

Many South Indian Lake residents and former residents are angry with Manitoba Hydro over what they believe is inadequate compensation for the effects of existing hydro dams.

A new reserve will be created that covers most of the South Indian Lake town site, excluding property that is already privately owned.

The newly-recognized First Nation will be eligible to select other Crown land in the area, bringing its total land base to more than 11,000 hectares.
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