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Letter of the day
Thursday, May 25th, 2006
Wuskwatim is world class 

	


Re: The Surrender of the Weak (May 14). A recent article by Peter Kulchyski comments on two aspects of the Wuskwatim Project Development Agreement (PDA): aboriginal and treaty rights and the overall structure of the agreement. 

Manitoba Hydro is well aware of the significance and importance of aboriginal and treaty rights. In part, it is for this very reason that our process with Wuskwatim and other new generating stations has entailed such very extensive consultation and participation of First Nations in the design and planning of proposed projects. Accordingly, Wuskwatim's design was reconfigured to virtually eliminate flooding and reduce environmental impacts. 

The PDA was negotiated and agreed to by NCN and Manitoba Hydro recognizing that if the NCN membership agrees to the project there will be a modest impact on their treaty rights. During the negotiations, NCN obtained independent legal advice on the impact on their treaty rights from an expert on constitutional matters. Furthermore, the federal and provincial governments undertook separate consultations on the impacts on aboriginal and treaty rights. 

The Wuskwatim PDA and Peace of the Braves Agreement in Quebec are very different. The Wuskwatim PDA is a commercial agreement between entities for the development of a generating station; with Manitoba Hydro's assistance, NCN is investing in a business venture. In contrast, the Peace of the Braves is a government to government agreement concerning government programs, services and community infrastructure as well as addressing old and new Hydro development, mining and forestry. 

For Manitoba Hydro, the successful negotiation of our partnership with NCN marks an important step along a path of building co-operative and respectful relationships with aboriginal peoples. 

Overall, Wuskwatim will be a significant benefit for local people. They will be fairly compensated for adverse effects and will benefit from training, jobs, business opportunities, and a share in future profits. The project will add 200 megawatts of renewable hydropower to the future power supply for Manitobans with minimal environmental impact -- less than one half square kilometre of flooding. The provincial economy benefits from a six-year, billion-dollar plus construction project. More power will be available to earn export profits to help keep rates affordable in Manitoba. The environment benefits from clean, renewable energy that helps to displace greenhouse gases arising from fossil fuel generation. This "made-in-Manitoba" agreement is a good deal for NCN, for Manitoba Hydro and for Manitobans. 

With its superb environmental performance and leading edge relationship with the First Nation, Wuskwatim is a world-class project. 
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