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Tuesday, March 30th, 2004 

Dam project review extended
THE government-ordered review of Manitoba Hydro's plans to build a new dam in northern Manitoba has been extended until late May. 

The Manitoba Clean Environment Commission hearing on the $1-billion Wuskwatim project was originally scheduled to wrap up in early April, but the panel will now continue sitting on and off until May 26. 

The review will include a total of 27 hearing days, up from the original estimate of 15 that many participants considered overly optimistic. 

It's the first time any Manitoba Hydro dam has been subject to a public environmental review. The dam and its transmission lines are the largest construction project in the province and the combined economic and environmental review is the most expensive ever undertaken by the commission. 

The extension is not expected to interfere with Manitoba Hydro's plans to start construction of an access road to the site on the Burntwood River near Thompson by the end of the year. 

The commission panel will meet in Winnipeg from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on April 6 to 8, April 13 to 15, May 11 to 14 and May 25 and 26. The April sittings will be at the Radisson Hotel on Portage Avenue. The location for the May sittings has yet to be announced. 

Hearing rooms in Winnipeg and Thompson have overflowed since the Wuskwatim hearing opened March 1, generating complaints that the commission should have booked larger spaces to encourage participation. 
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